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7-Day St. Mihiel Salient / Meuse-Argonne  
International Small Group Battlefield Tour 

6 - 12 July 2020 
 

 
 
Knee Deep Into History…  By mid-1918 the rapidly expanding but still green troops of the American Expeditionary Forces 
had yet to undertake an offensive as an independent American Army.  But things were changing!  At meetings 
throughout the late Spring and early Summer 1918 General Pershing continued to insist that the A.E.F. should fight as a 
separate American Army as soon as practical.  On 24 July Pershing issued an order announcing the formation of the First 
American Army, effective 10 August; and in early August Generals Pershing and Foch agreed that American First Army 
should eliminate the St. Mihiel Salient.  Accordingly, Pershing and his staff refreshed plans to attack in the St. Mihiel 
Salient, an objective that had been studied in 1917.  The German Supreme Command had already planned a retreat 
from the Salient to a more defensive position and the first German troops started moving when the offensive began. 
 
The rapid success of the St. Mihiel Offensive, lasting only from 12-16 September 1918, would give a shot in the arm to 
America’s coalition partners and make the A.E.F. over-confident.  In reality, the offensive featured overwhelming 
American numbers against a thinly held German line caught while withdrawing. 
 
Allied attacks all over the Western Front in late 1918 happened in parallel to give the German Army the deathblow.  
However, things would not go as smoothly in the Meuse-Argonne (26 Sept. to 11 Nov.) as in the St. Mihiel Salient; and 
the green A.E.F. troops and leaders would suffer severe casualties in the face of a skilled adversary fighting for survival.  
That adversary had experience, knowledge of the terrain and time to plan and build multiple defensive lines.  The U.S. 
learning curve would be steep indeed. 
 
Briefings during this fascinating tour will also focus on the complexities of coalition war-making in late 1918, advances 
made by allies on other fronts, General Pershing and other key A.E.F. leaders, a comparison of U.S. and German 
casualties, and Germany’s defensive strategy in the region.  Both sectors are rich in physical traces of the Great War, so 
walks will be plentiful as clients get knee deep into history! 
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Schedule:  (Subject to Modification) 

The Tour Begins in Europe.  Participants have the option of being picked up at the Meuse TGV Gare (Station) just south 
of Verdun, France or arranging their own transportation to the tour’s base hotel, Le Tulipier, situated in the Argonne 
Forest outside of Vienne-le-Château, France.  The TGV can be easily accessed from Charles de Gaulle Airport (CDG) or 
from Paris. 
 
Day 1—Monday, 6 July—Arrival at the TGV Gare and transport to the base hotel 
 
Day 2—Tuesday, 7 July—St. Mihiel Offensive with focus on the Southern flank, except the 1st Division 
 
Day 3—Wednesday, 8 July—St. Mihiel Offensive with focus on the 1st and 26th Divisions 
 
Day 4—Thursday, 9 July—Meuse-Argonne Offensive, I Corps operations 
 
Day 5—Friday, 10 July—Meuse-Argonne Offensive, V Corps operations 
 
Day 6--Saturday, 11 July—Meuse-Argonne Offensive, III Corps and operations East of the Meuse 
 
Day 7—Sunday, 12 July—Departure to TGV Gare 
 
 

 

 
About Knee Deep Into History Battlefield Tours and its Philosophy 
Knee Deep Into History Battlefield Tours was founded by Randy Gaulke after he spent eight months during 2017-18 as a 
freelance guide to the American battlefields of WW1.  During those eight months (and the prior thirty years) Randy’s 
tour philosophy has evolved.  Key tenets of his philosophy include: 
 

1. A preference for guiding small-group over large-group tours; to ensure greater interaction with the guides. 
2. Getting clients into the field as much as possible; in contrast to a “museum and memorials” tour. 
3. Attempting to present a balanced view of both sides of the story. 
4. Designing a tour for those seriously interested in history. 
5. Introducing clients to local, not American, culture. 
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General Tour Format 
• Clients have the option of being picked up at the Meuse TGV Gare (Station) just south of Verdun and 

transported to the base hotel or arranging their own transportation to our hotel. 
o Connections from Paris or CDG to the Meuse TGV Station are quite easy. 
o We can arrange pick-up times closer to client arrival. 

• The tour will be conducted in Randy’s and Markus’ cars; unless tour size grows to the point a coach is needed. 

• We will be staying at Le Tulipier, a highly rated three-star traditional European hotel / restaurant situated in the 
Argonne Forest just outside Vienne-le-Château.  (https://letulipier.com) 

• This small-group tour is designed to enable maximum interaction between participants and guides. 
o Size is limited to 16 participants and two tour guides. 

• Each day will be organized into a morning / early afternoon “monuments tour” and an afternoon hiking session. 
o The monuments tour will visit key sites and markers in the area by car. 
o The afternoon hikes, of moderate pace and length, will focus on key actions for each sector.  

• Participants should expect to be “in the field” from 09h00 to somewhere around 17h00, regardless of weather.   
o Participants should bring appropriate clothing for the field. 

• Spouses and mature young adults are welcome, but please understand that there will be limited down time for 
sightseeing or time off. 

o That said, they could elect to stay at the hotel for a day and walk into Vienne-le-Château, a quiet town in 
the Argonne Forest with a population of about 500 and a modest downtown. 

o We will have the opportunity to include some shopping / down time in Verdun on Friday or Saturday. 

• Regarding meals: 
o Continental breakfast will be served at the hotel. 
o Boxed lunches will generally be eaten “in the field” to conserve time. 
o Afternoon beverages and snacks will also be available. 
o Multi-course dinners will generally be eaten at the hotel restaurant starting around 19h00. 

▪ Traditional European dinners often lasts two hours +/-; and this gives participants a chance to 
socialize and share their thoughts on the days’ activities. 

• We will be visiting the Meuse-Argonne American Memorial and the Cemetery, the St. Mihiel American Memorial 
and the Cemetery as well as several German military cemeteries. 

• German historian and retired Bundeswehr officer Markus Klauer is bringing his expertise as a second tour guide.   

• We hope to make this an “international” trip, as the tour is being marketed to Markus’ European clients too. 
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Meet Tour Guides, Randy Gaulke and Markus Klauer 

 
Randy Gaulke has been visiting battlefields since the mid-1980s.  In 2017 he left the corporate world and in 2017-18 he 
lived and worked eight months in France as a freelance guide to the WW1 battlefields during the WW1 Centennial.  His 
experiences during those eight months convinced him to follow his passion and start a tour business.   Randy has visited 
the Ardennes several times since 2010.  He lives in Gillette, NJ and speaks English and German fluently.  He is becoming 
more proficient in French.  He also maintains the website, https://meuse-argonne.com 
and the Meuse-Argonne.com Facebook group. 
 
Markus Klauer retired from the Bundeswehr in early 2018.  His military career included five years in an armored 
division.  With his newly-found free time Markus has been expanding his battlefield research to the battlefields of WW2, 
including the Ardennes, Sedan 1940, Normandy and the Seelow Heights near Berlin.  Like Randy, Markus has been a 
passionate student of WW1 history for several decades, and he has guided countless German, French and American 
groups.  He has also written five books in German and his website can be viewed at:  
https://www.weltkriegsbuch.de/pages/index2.htm.  Markus lives in Lille, France.  He speaks German English and French 
fluently. 
 
Randy and Markus have known each other for 25 years.  Both share a deep love of historical research and a desire to get 
their clients into the field.  With their language and cultural skills, both understand the “other side” and both strive to 
present a balanced view of the combat. 
 

 
 

Feedback from Randy’s and Markus’ 2018 Small-Group Battlefield Walk Series 
 
In September 2018 they organized a Small-Group Battlefield Walk Series:  Meuse-Argonne and St. Mihiel that was very 
well received by tour participants.  Additional feedback can be viewed on Randy’s Meuse-Argonne website. 
 
“Randy and Markus, Thanks for a great tour experience.  Well-chosen sites, good discussions in the field, great personal 
experiences—well done all around.  I personally saw parts of the Meuse-Argonne in a completely different light, and so 
learned a lot.”  John Snow, OK. 
 
“These guys are the best.  They truly walk you in the soldiers’ steps.  My teenage son and I feel so lucky that we were 
able to have them as our guides.  They provide you with a deeper understanding than any book or general tour.”  Matt 
and Grant Treastor, KS. 
 
“As your knowledge and great passion inspires.  Thanks for helping me to connect to the American group—an aspect of 
WW1 you know I’m very enthusiastic about.  Your organization was cool to enable great flexibility amongst people with 
a range of interests and great camaraderie resulted.  I learnt tons and enjoy getting insight into the on-the-ground 
research you do.  The detail appeals to me and it fits so well with my own project…”  Andrew Mullen, UK. 

https://meuse-argonne.com/
https://www.weltkriegsbuch.de/pages/index2.htm
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Pricing and Payment Details: 
• The price is €1,500. 

o At a €1.20 : $1.00 exchange rate, this would be $1,800. 

• Single supplement please add €200.  $240 using the above exchange rate. 

• The easiest form of payment is via PayPal using the email address lavarennes@meuse-argonne.com. 
o Please make sure to designate the payment currency as Euros. 

 
 

Refunds and Cancellation Policy: 
• This tour requires a minimum of 4 participants. 

o If we do not have 4 participants by 30 April 2020, we will cancel the tour and refund your payment, less 
any PayPal transaction fees. 

o For this reason, we caution you about booking non-refundable airfare prior to that date. 

• If you need to cancel on or after 1 May 2020, your refund policy will be as follows: 
o 75% refund, 25% penalty from 1 to 31 May 2020 
o 50% refund, 50% penalty from 1 to 30 June 2020 
o 25% refund, 75% penalty from 1 July 2020 

 
 

Insurance: 
• Clients are encouraged to check into tour interruption / cancellation insurance to cover unforeseen incidents or 

family emergencies. 

• American participants, especially those with chronic health conditions, are strongly encouraged to check with 
their health insurance provider regarding coverage overseas in case of emergency. 

 
 

Terms and Conditions: 
• Please review the terms and conditions on pages 7 to 9. 

 
 

Questions or Concerns: 
• Please contact Randy Gaulke at 908.451.0252 or lavarennes@meuse-argonne.com with any questions or 

concerns.  He is more than happy to assist you. 
 
 
  

mailto:lavarennes@meuse-argonne.com
mailto:lavarennes@meuse-argonne.com
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2020 St. Mihiel / Meuse-Argonne Tour Registration Form 
 
 
Participants:           (Names and ages) 
 
            
 
Primary Contact:          
  
Address:           
  
Contact Email:           
 
Contact Phone:           
 
 
Circle One:  I/We need to be picked up at the Meuse TGV Station at    pm. 
 
   I/We have our own transportation.  Will meet at le Tulipier in Vienne-le-Château 
 
 
Rooms Needed:    Double Rooms    Single Rooms 
 
 
Emergency Contact(s):          
 
Emergency Phone(s):          
 
 
 
Health Concerns: Per the Terms and Conditions, participants are required to factually state any health concerns 

that could affect their participation on this trip.  Please outline these concerns in a brief letter. 
 
 
Other Needs:               
 
                
 
 
Reminder:  To complete your registration you must send:  1) your payment, 2) a copy of this registration form and 3) a 
copy of the Terms & Conditions page SIGNED BY EACH PARTICIPANT. 
 
Please mail / email / text a copy of this form to: 

Randy Gaulke, 584 Valley Road, Gillette, NJ  07933, USA. 
 lavarennes@meuse-argonne.com  908.451.0252 
 
The easiest method of payment is via PayPal to lavarennes@meuse-argonne.com.  Be sure to select Euros as the 
payment currency.  If you do not wish to pay via PayPal, please contact Randy Gaulke for alternatives. 

 

mailto:lavarennes@meuse-argonne.com
mailto:lavarennes@meuse-argonne.com
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Terms & Conditions—2020 St. Mihiel / Meuse-Argonne Small-Group Tour 
 
General 

• This tour is being offered by Knee Deep Into History, LLC.  We apologize for pages of legalese, but any 
international battlefield travel carries risks that we want our participants to understand fully before booking 
with us. 

• Contact us with any questions or concerns:  lavarennes@meuse-argonne.com or 908.451.0252. 
 
Deposits & Reservations 

• Full payment is due at the time of reservation. 

• Reservations will only be held when participants return SIGNED COPIES OF THE REGISTRATION FORM AND THE 
TERMS & CONDITIONS PAGES with their full payment. 

 
Cancellations by Us 

• We reserve the right to cancel the tour up to 30 April 2020, if we have fewer than four paying participants. 

• THEREFORE, WE ENCOURAGE PARTICIPANTS NOT TO PURCHASE THEIR AIRFARE UNTIL AFTER THIS DATE. 

• We will not reimburse clients for airfare purchased. 
 
Cancellations by the Client 

• Cancellation must be made in writing, including sending an email or photo of such writing. 

• Refunds (less any PayPal or bank charges incurred) will be granted according to the following schedule: 
o Refunds requested prior to 31 May, 75% refund, 25% penalty 
o Refunds requested between 1 June and 30 June, 50% refund, 50% penalty 
o Refunds requested between 1 July and 14 July, 25% refund, 75% penalty 

 
Transportation, Including Airfare, to the Tour Start Point 

• Tour participants are responsible for purchasing and arranging their own transportation to the tour’s start point. 

• In this tour, participants can elect to meet us at Meuse TGV Gare (Station), as outlined in the flyer, or to meet us 
at the Le Tulipier Hotel in Vienne-le-Château, France. 

 
Modification of Itinerary 

• We will adhere to the published itinerary as much as possible.  However, there are times when we will be forced 
to modify our itinerary due to weather conditions, strikes and protests, border closures, construction and 
maintenance, and similar items that are impossible to anticipate. 

 
Passports and Visas 

• As a general rule, passports should have at least six months of validity when traveling internationally.  Most 
countries will not permit a traveler to enter their country unless the passport is set to expire at least six months 
after the final day of travel. 

• IT IS THE PARTICIPANT’S RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT HIS / HER PASSPORT MEETS THIS REQUIREMENT. 

• At the time of this writing (November 2019), no visas are required for the countries we will be visiting. 
 
Physical Condition 

• Our tours will generally include walks of moderate length and pace (up to 3 miles over a few hours) over 
moderate terrain. 

 
Physical Disabilities 

• Participants must truthfully report, in detail, any disability or chronic medical attention at the time of 
registration or prior to departure, if such condition happened after registration. 

mailto:lavarennes@meuse-argonne.com
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• We reserve the right to talk with a participant’s primary physician regarding the condition before accepting the 
reservation; and we reserve the right to cancel the reservation (with full refund), if the condition worsens prior 
to departure. 

• We will make a reasonable effort to accommodate the special needs of a participant, as long as we can do that 
without inconveniencing the other tour participants or requiring too much attention of the guides. 

• Participants need to understand that the Americans with Disabilities Act does not apply overseas, and that most 
countries are not as handicapped-friendly as the United States.  For example, most traditional European hotels 
do NOT have ground floor hotel rooms or elevators. 

 
Health Insurance Overseas 

• American participants should check with their health insurance provider regarding coverage for healthcare 
expenses incurred overseas. 

• We recommend that participants with a disability or chronic condition explore purchasing health insurance that 
includes emergency medical evacuation. 

 
Trip Cancellation / Interruption Insurance 

• We recommend that participants explore purchasing trip cancellation / interruption insurance to cover 
unforeseen circumstances. 

 
Unexploded Ordnance 

• UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD PARTICIPANTS ATTEMPT TO PICK-UP, DIG UP OR CARRY UNEXPLODED 
ORDNANCE.  TAKE A PICTURE OF IT AND BRING IT TO THE GUIDE’S ATTENTION, BUT DO NOT TOUCH IT! 

• IT FOLLOWS THAT IT SHOULD NEVER BE CARRIED ON BOARD THE BUS / CAR. 
 
Situational Awareness 

• Participants need to be aware of their situation when visiting battlefields:  Walking battlefields can include 
uneven terrain, unexploded ordnance, barbed wire and other obstacles such as foxholes. 

 
Minors 

• Minors (under 18) must be accompanied by a parent or legal guardian. 

• Participants should understand that these tours are offered to persons with a serious interest in history.  There 
is little down time or opportunity to skip activities. 

 
Tour Participants 

• We reserve the right to accept or reject any person as a participant. 

• We also reserve the right to expel participants during the tour (on rare occasions) for reasons of conduct 
deemed incompatible with the interest of the group, safety or medical condition. 

• In the event of expulsion for medical condition, we will make every effort to get the participant to a location 
where he/she can receive medical treatment. 

 
Single Share Requests 

• We attempt to match participants who are willing to share a room to avoid the single room supplement.  
However, this is not always possible. 

 
Personal Release Agreement 

• We reserve the right to use your image and name in all forms and media, including advertising, website, blogs, 
etc. in perpetuity without seeking your consent prior to publishing and without compensation to you. 

• The same applies to any written feedback that you leave us. 
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General Disclaimer/Release 

• We do not maintain control or operate the personnel, equipment, or operations of suppliers that we contract 
with.  Therefore, while we endeavor to do our best to provide for your well-being, we cannot accept or assume  
responsibility for, and cannot be held liable for any personal injury, death, property damage or other loss, 
accident, delay or inconvenience which may occur to you. 

• Additionally, we do not accept responsibility for losses or expenses due to sickness, lack of appropriate medical 
facilities or practitioners, weather, strikes, theft or other criminal acts, war, terrorism, computer problems or 
similar items. 

 
SIGNATURES REQUIRED 

• BY SIGNING AND DATING BELOW EACH PARTICIPANT STATES THAT HE / SHE AGREES TO AND HAS READ THE 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS OUTLINED ABOVE AND RELEASES KNEE DEEP INTO HISTORY LLC, ITS OFFICERS, 
AGENTS AND EMPLOYEES FROM ANY LOSS OR LIABILITY OCCURING TO THE UNDERSIGNED.  PARENTS OR LEGAL 
GUARDIANS MUST SIGN FOR MINORS. 

 
 
 
Signatures       Date 
 
             
 
 
             
 
 
             
 
 
             
 
 
 
 


